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“The resurrection makes Christianity the most annoying religion in the world…” (Tim Keller) 

 

Why?  Because Christianity isn’t a philosophy or world view that you can ponder over to pick and 

chose the bits you like.  The resurrection makes it a closed question, is it true?  Yes or no?   

 

We like to think we can discover the truth; we can work out which bits we like and how they fit into 

what we want.  But, we can’t do that with Christianity.  It’s a straight yes or no question.  The 

resurrection makes Christianity the most annoying religion in the world because it’s true!  Jesus rose 

from the dead.  It’s a solid verifiable fact.   

 

The resurrection proves that Jesus’ death on the cross did pay our penalty for sin.  The resurrection 

proves that sin and death are defeated.  The resurrection proves that we’re completely and utterly 

forgiven.  We’re justified, righteous and holy, we’re acceptable to God.  This is the past tense reality for 

all of us who are Christians.   

 

We did nothing to earn this, we don’t deserve this.  Nothing we do makes any difference to the fact we 

are eternally forgiven.  Jesus did everything to make us holy by dying in our place on the cross.  He 

proved he’d defeated our sin, our death, by rising from the dead on that very first Easter Sunday 

morning. 

 

Now, if you’re not a Christian, it’s vital that you understand that we can do nothing to earn salvation.  

We are hopeless and helpless to make God happy with us.  The good news for us is that Jesus lived 

the perfect life and didn’t deserve to die; but he chose to die in our place on the cross.  When he died 

he took the punishment that was ours.  He proved his death was effective at paying the debt we owe 

by rising from the dead.  If you trust in Jesus as your Lord and Saviour you are forgiven by God.     

 

This is the past tense reality for all Christians.  We’re free from the penalty of sin.  Nothing we do can 

earn salvation and nothing we do can lose salvation.  It has nothing to do with what we do and 

absolutely everything to do with what Jesus has already done.  We did nothing Jesus does everything.  

So, that begs the question does it matter how I live my life? 

 

Why don’t I just go out from here, get really drunk, have a fight, sleep with a prostitute, go home punch 

my wife, leave her, come here and burn down the church?  What difference will living like that make to 

my salvation?  Why does it matter what I do?  

 

If it can’t affect my salvation, why does it matter what I do?  What would you say?  How would you 

answer that question? 
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Instinctively I want to say ‘no you can’t live that way.  It must matter how we live our life.”  But, why?   

 

I’ve heard people say you’re forgiven, but not that forgiven.  Or that you’re provisionally forgiven, but 

you can lose that privilege.  Or if you commit really bad sins then you were probably never forgiven in 

the first place.  Or you’re only forgiven if you’re really repentant and you show that by being a decent 

chap all your life. 

 

All of those answers assume something we do impacts our forgiveness.  If we believe those ideas 

we’ve turned the promise of forgiveness into a status to be earned.  Or, at best, we get the free gift of 

forgiveness but we keep the gift by what we do.  All of those are wrong answers.  They fly in the face 

of the glorious truth the Bible calls grace.  Grace is the free gift of forgiveness that we cannot earn and 

we cannot lose.  It’s a gift from God that is ours completely irrespective of what we do.   

 

The reason those ideas are so popular is because we’re scared that if we really get grace then we’ll 

head straight off to nearest strip club and get plastered.  Millions of Christians will rush into sin 

brandishing their ‘get out of hell free’ cards. 

 

But to think that is to completely misunderstand what Jesus has done for us.  It’s to misunderstand 

what Jesus has rescued us from.  There’s no such thing as a ‘get out of hell free’ card.  We can’t go 

round doing what we like and just flashing that card at anyone who looks disapprovingly at what we do.  

When we understand grace properly we realise there is only Jesus.  We’re either in him or not.  We’re 

not given diplomatic immunity and then set loose into enemy territory.  The truth is we’ve been rescued 

from enemy territory and brought into the kingdom of God.  We’ve been rescued from darkness and 

now live in the light.  We are completely new people.  Our identity is now ‘in Christ’. 

 

Because of the resurrection we’re now ‘in Christ Jesus’.  That means, not only are we completely 

forgiven, but also we now live as citizens of heaven.  In Christ we died to sin, so how can we live 

sinfully any longer.  To sin is to completely deny who we really are. 

 

The resurrection means we are alive in Christ.  Why should we do good works?  Because: 

 

- As Christians we’re alive in Christ (Romans 6:1-11) 

 

We’re now in Jesus.  We now live and belong in a realm of freedom, a realm of fellowship with God, a 

realm where we are God’s children.  We’ve moved from death to life.  We belong in God’s heavenly 

throne room, we are citizens of heaven.   
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NIV 
Romans 6:1 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no 

means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 

 

By no means!  It’s what’s called an emphatic negative.  A very strong shout of NO!  Sin is dead to us.  

We actually died with Christ.  How then can we carry on sinning? 

 

Remember the past tense reality for all of us who are Christians.  We are now ‘in Christ’.  What 

happened to Jesus happened to us.  Remember that brilliant illustration of the plane to help us get 

what it means to be ‘in Christ. 

 

We were at Heathrow airport about to board a plane to Nairobi.  What relationship do we need to have 

with the plane at that point?  We thought being under it, submitting to its authority wouldn’t work.  Or 

following it would only work until it was out of sight about 2 minutes after takeoff.   Or holding onto the 

plane, would that work, again maybe for as much as 2 minutes, but then it would get very messy. 

 

Of course the key relationship we need with the plane is to be in it.  Why?  Because by being in the 

plane what happens to the plane happens to you.  And that’s the Biblical idea of being ‘in Christ’.  

Whatever is true of Jesus is now true of us. 

 

Look down at that passage from Romans 6 and see what that means. 

 

NIV 
Romans 6:3 Or don't you know that all of us who were baptised into Christ Jesus were baptised 

into his death?
 4
 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as 

Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
  

5
 If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in 

his resurrection.
 6
 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin 

might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin--
 7
 because anyone who has died 

has been freed from sin.
  

8
 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.

 9
 For we know that since 

Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him.
 10

 The 

death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.
  

11
 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

 

We were dead in sin, but now we are dead to sin and alive in God.  As Christians we have already 

died.  What has happened to Christ has happened to us.  We belong with Christ because our sin has 

been paid for, we have died.  We now live for Christ.  We are now free from sin.   

 

Our forgiveness from sin is not a get out of hell free card; it’s so much better than that.  We’ve been 
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saved for a relationship with and in Christ.  Our identity is completely and utterly secure in Christ.  We 

are completely new people. 

 

So, why should we be good?  We should be good because we’re alive in Christ.  That is an 

unchangeable fact.  So, because that is eternally true, we should look like it.  We should reflect our 

true identity.  We should be the person we truly are.  We live a good life when we remember who we 

are. 

 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ proves we are in Christ.  Therefore we should do good works 

because: 

 

- As Christians it reflects who we really are (Romans 6:11-14) 

 

Be good because we’re in Christ and he is in us.  Be good because it means we’re reflecting our true 

identities.  Be good because we’re being the people that God saved us to be.  Be good because that 

means we’re letting God rule our lives.   

 

NIV 
Isaiah 61:10 I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me with 

garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head 

like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
 
 

 

The Bible describes the good things I do as like filthy rags.  But, because of Jesus’ death and 

resurrection I, a filthy sinner, am clothed in amazing clothes.  I’ve become royalty, I’m holy.  I don’t do 

good because I can earn salvation, I can’t.  I do good because I already have salvation and I want to 

reflect my true identity.  The gospel, the good news about salvation, doesn’t end goodness, it 

establishes it.  Without the free gift of forgiveness we can’t be good.  But, now we can.  Reflect who 

you truly are.  Look like Jesus. 

 

The reality is that I can’t be any closer to God than I am right now.  I belong in the throne room of God.  

So, why live my life sinning; like living in the dirt, scrabbling around for short term, empty shallow 

benefits, living off mouldy scraps, when I can reflect my true identity and live a good life, a glorious life, 

a blessed bountiful life.   

 

Why bother getting drunk, when the Bible tells me that being filled with the Spirit is so much better.  

Why bother having sex with a prostitute?  Does the Bible say ‘stop it!  Jesus is waiting outside the 

brothel, with his arms folded waiting for deep display of contrition before he’ll even consider forgiving 

this?”  No, the Bible says “Stop it!  You’re taking Jesus into the brothel with you.”  Why would we do 

that?  It’s a horrible thought. 
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We’re united with Christ for eternity.  So stop sinning and reflect your true identity.  It’s the best life to 

live.  It’s the life that reflects who we truly are.  Stop living a lie and start living for Christ. 

 

Think of it like this, back to our flight.  We’re in the plane.  Imagine 2 people on the plane.  The 1
st
 

person knows she can’t fly herself.  But she knows this plane and she trust what it can do.  So, she sits 

there calmly enjoying the flight.   

 

The 2
nd

 person is scared of flying.  He likes having his feet firmly on terra firma.  He doesn’t know the 

plane very well.  Yes, he got on the plane, but he can’t relax.  He thinks he needs to do something to 

make sure the plane makes it safely to its destination.  He’s spends the whole flight panicking, 

sweating, gripping onto the armrests thinking that might keep the plane together. 

 

Now, the women she really enjoyed the flight, she had a nice glass of wine, watched the in flight 

movie.  She had more faith.  But the bloke, he had a miserable time.  It felt like really hard work.   

 

Which one got to Nairobi?  The woman of great faith, or the man, so full of doubt?  Of course they both 

did, because it’s not about how good they are at being a passenger, but simply the fact they were both 

in the plane and where the plane went, they went! 

 

But, who was more content?  Who enjoyed the flight more?  Who would it have been nicer to sit next 

to on the plane?  Of course, the woman! 

 

If we remember who we are because we’re in Christ then surely we’ll want to reflect our true identity? 

 

NIV 
Romans 6:12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires.

 13
 

Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to 

God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as 

instruments of righteousness. 

 

Offer yourself to God because we’ve been brought from death to life.  Offer your mind, your feet, your 

eyes, your hands, your love, your passion, your sex drive, your money…  Offer all of yourself to Christ. 

 

Those 2 people on the plane.  Their destination was the same, but their behaviour was so different.  

One of them spent the flight preparing for their destination.  The other one panicking that they wouldn’t 

make it, or they didn’t belong or they had to peddle to make sure the plane got there. 
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Our destination is eternal life with Jesus.  That life has already begun.  It’s a guaranteed future 

because of the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.  We are completely forgiven, yes of 

course, until we die or Jesus returns we still sin.  But, when we sin we’re denying our true identity, 

we’re lying to ourselves.  Don’t do that, that’s a foolish thing to do.  Reflect who you truly are.  Stop 

sinning and live for Christ. 

 

As our first reading from 2 Peter reminded us, let God work in us.  God has already given us 

everything we need for a godly life; we already have everything, so: 

 

NIV 
2 Peter 1:5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, 

knowledge;
 6
 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, 

godliness;
 7
 and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love.

 8
 For if you possess 

these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in 

your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
 9
 But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and 

blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins. 

 

Through the power of the resurrection Jesus is at work in us right now.  The same power that raised 

Jesus from being a cold, dead corpse, back to life is working in each and every one of us who are 

Christians. 

 

We’ve been set free.  We’re free from sin.  Trust the power of the resurrection to change you.   

 

Enjoy the flight.  You belong in the plane.  Not because you’re nice, or good, or clever, it’s got nothing 

to do with you.  Enjoy the flight to glory, not because of you, but because you are in Christ.  And 

because you’re in Christ, stop sinning and do good.  Reflect who you truly are, look like Christ.  Reflect 

where you truly belong, live like a citizen of heaven. 

 

The reality for all Christians is that because of the resurrection Jesus is right now preparing us for 

heaven.  The resurrection present, look like who you truly are! 


